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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

Claims 1-32 (Canceled) 

33. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for identifying defects in an integrated circuit, 
comprising: 

a generator for generating a set of vectors for applying to a device under test; 

a measurer for measuring a current signature delta value of the device under test based on 
transient currents thereof ; and 

a comparing means for comparing the current signature delta value to an experimental 
threshold current signature delta value to determine whether the current signature delta value is 
greater than the threshold current signature delta value. 

34. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 33, wherein the measurer measures the 
experimental threshold current signature delta value for the statistically valid number of acceptable 
integrated circuits by: 

applying a set of vectors to the statistically valid number of acceptable integrated circuits; 
formulating a threshold base current signature for the statistically valid number of acceptable 
integrated circuits from the set of measured vectors; 

-3- 



PAGE4H0* RCVD AT 1 1/312004 10:21:37 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-ff XRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:972 480 8865 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-06 



11^03/2004 10:19 HITT GAINES, PC * USPTO 



NO. 452 D005 



administering a voltage stress for a time period to the statistically valid number of acceptable 
integrated circuits; 

applying the set of vectors to the statistically valid number of acceptable integrated circuits; 

formulating a threshold post-stress current signature for the statistically valid number of 
acceptable integrated circuits from the set of measured vectors; and 

comparing the threshold base current signature for the statistically valid number of acceptable 
integrated circuits to the threshold post-stress current signatures for the statistically valid number of 
acceptable integrated circuits to determine a threshold current signature delta value corresponding 
to an acceptable integrated circuit. 

35. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 33, further comprising a computer for 
computing the experimental threshold current signature delta value. 

36. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 33, wherein the generator generates a 
set of measured vectors from the set of vectors for applying to the device under test. 

37. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 35, wherein the measurer 
measures the current signature delta value of the device under test by: 

applying a set of vectors to the device under test; 

formulating a base current signature for the device under test from the set of measured 

vectors; 

administering a voltage stress for a time period to the device under test; 
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applying the set of vectors to the device under test; 

formulating a threshold post-stress current signature for the device under test from the set of 
measured vectors ; 

comparing the base current signature for the device under test to the post-stress current 
signatures for the device under test to determine a the current signature delta value for the device 
under test. 

38. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 36, wherein the measurer 
measures the current signature delta value of the device under test by: 

applying a set of vectors to the device under test; 

formulating a base current signature for the device under test from the set of measured 

vectors; 

administering a voltage stress for a time period to the device under test; 
applying the set of vectors to the device under test; 

formulating a threshold post-stress current signature for the device under test from the set of 
measured vectors; and 

comparing the base current signature for the device under test to the post-stress current 
signatures for the device under test to determine a the current signature delta value for the device 
under test. 

39. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 37, wherein the threshold current 
signature delta value generated by the gen erator i s equivalent to a largest di fference between the post- 
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voltage stress current signature and the base current signature of the statistically valid number of 
acceptable integrated circuits. 

40. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 38, wherein the threshold current 
signature delta value generated by the generator is equivalent to a largest difference between the post- 
voltage stress current signature and the base current signature of the statistically valid number of 
acceptable integrated circuits. 

41 . (Original) The apparatus according to claim 39, wherein the cmnrent signature delta 
value for the device under test is a difference between the post-voltage stress current signature and 
the base current signature of the device under test. 

42. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 41 , wherein the generator generates the 
set of vectors for applying to a statistically valid number of acceptable integrated circuits; and the 
measurer measures the experimental threshold current signature delta value of the statistically valid 
number of acceptable integrated circuits. 
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